[image: image1.jpg]Scripps Park Project



SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS

Usage Patterns Committee

Members: Neil Murray-chair., Mark Brown, Ron Dahlin,        Bob West, Hannah Borris-intern 

Note:  The findings listed below are drawn from three, more comprehensive reports that provide more detailed information and supportive data.  
Park Observations Thirty-two one- hour observations were made of the park in April and June, recording park usage.

1. A wide variety of activities take place in the park, but the most popular is strolling within it, accounting for over two-thirds of all observed activities.

2. Strolling within the park is overwhelmingly done on its paved sidewalks, either walking around its entire perimeter or starting at one end and walking the coastal sidewalk to the end of the park and then returning by the same route.

3. Many parents walk the park pushing baby strollers.  It is estimated that they account for approximately 3% of those walking within the park.

4. Although signs inform users that walking dogs in the park is restricted to particular hours, these are commonly ignored and no enforcement of the rules is apparent.

5. Beach users routinely use the restroom, but it is used most frequently by those   strolling within the park.

6.  Many strollers stop and enjoy the view from the railing to the west of La Jolla Cove, having an unimpeded and complete view of the beach, the water, the hills of La Jolla, and the coastal shoreline to the north.

Organized Events Data cited in this section is drawn from the City of San Diego’s park Reservation Master Report for 2004 and from information provided by representatives of the La Jolla Cove Bridge Club.  

1. The park is a popular site for organized events either held in the La Jolla Cove 

Bridge Club facility or permitted by the City of San Diego and held within the general park area.  In all, it is estimated that these combined events attract more than 80,000 participants annually.

2. Well-known and well-attended events are featured at the park, but weddings, usually attended by 75-150 persons, are the most common form of organized event.

3. To varying degrees, organized events, both large and small, displace those who wish to who use it more informally and the larger events, in particular, involve a significant degree of wear-and-tear to the park grounds and its facilities.

4. The facility currently leased to the La Jolla Cove Bridge Club is a popular site for organized events.  By renting the site to interested parties, the Club accrues significant revenue.

User Profiles/Views Information cited below is drawn from interviews conducted with 140 park users in October 2005.  

1. Although there is a notable under-representation of children and adolescents, the park is used almost equally by those in their twenties, thirties, forties, fifties, and sixties.

2. More than sixty percent of those interviewed live within San Diego County.  La Jollans accounts for eighteen percent of the users.  Nine percent reside outside the U. S.

3. Many who use the park do so frequently; more than half of the interviewees visited the park at least twenty times during the year and over twenty percent used it nearly daily.  One quarter of those who were interviewed were making their initial visit to the park.

4. The interviewees were asked if they also planned to visit La Jolla Village that day.  More than sixty percent answered affirmatively.  The pattern is strongest among La Jollans and tourists.

5. Tourists and locals alike were uniform in identifying what they like best about the park.  Nearly all positive comments about it focused on two, overlapping features—the ocean and its beaches and the park’s scenic beauty.

6. Negative comments are most frequently cited by the park’s regular users.  The list of dislikes, in order: parking, the restrooms, insufficient or under-maintained amenities (showers, lack of benches, unclean picnic tables, etc.), vendors, and the wet lawn.
Supportive data can be found at http://www.scrippspark.com/ProjectLibrary.asp
