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Introduction   In October, Hannah Borris, an intern from the University of California, San Diego, conducted 140 interviews with park users to better define this population and get their views about the park.  Ms. Borris administered a five-item questionnaire designed by the Usage Patterns Committee (Document A), randomly conducting interviews in all zones of the park at a mix of weekday and weekend times.  The interview questions focused on the age of park users, their place of residence, their frequency of using the park, whether or not they also visited La Jolla Village, and, finally, what they liked and disliked about the park.  Ms. Borris’ findings follow.

Age of Users As reflected in Document B, the park is used by people of all ages.  In fact, the ages of park users are remarkably balanced between people in their twenties, thirties, forties, fifties, and sixties.  The median age is 43.9 and the mean average is 44.7.  Notably, children and adolescents are less represented in the interviews.  This may reflect a lack of interest in the park, but it is also possible that they would have been interviewed in higher numbers if the interviews had been conducted during the summer months.

Place of Residence Document C demonstrates that La Jolla residents comprise a minority of the park users, but local residents (those from La Jolla, elsewhere in San Diego, and elsewhere in San Diego County) account for more than 62% of the users.  Most of the non-locals using the park, are from outside of California and about a third of that group come from outside the U.S.  Clearly, the park is a popular and international tourist destination.

Frequency of Use  Although one quarter of those interviewed (Document D) were making their initial visit to the park, more than half of the interviewees use the park more than twenty times per year. More than a fifth of the users indicate that they use the park on nearly a daily basis.  A great many of this latter group fall within the 60-69 age group.  The park is a favorite “hang-out” for many who use it.

Use of La Jolla Village Park users were asked whether or not they would also visit La Jolla Village during the same day. (Document E) More than sixty percent had such intentions, showing a strong degree of corresponding usage between the park and the Village.  The people least likely to use the Village on the day of the interview were city and county residents who did not live in La Jolla.  La Jollans and non-locals--whether from California, elsewhere in the U.S., or from other countries—make heavy use of the Village.  In each of these four categories, approximately three out of every four interviewees indicated plans to visit the Village that day. 

Likes/Dislikes   Unsurprisingly, there is near unanimity regarding what is liked best about the park.  Nearly all interviewees cite one or both of two overlapping features: the ocean and its beaches or the general scenic beauty of the park.  Other than parking problems, most first-time users are unable to find other faults with the park.  However, as usage of the park increases, people find it easier to identify problems.  In order, the five most frequently expressed dislikes were: parking availability, restroom quality, other needed improvements to amenities (i.e.-more benches, cleaner tables, better showers, etc.), vendor presence, and over-watering of the lawn. 

Summary  The park is visited by people of all ages and from around the world, many of whom use it on a regular or even heavy basis.  They are also inclined to use La Jolla Village, especially La Jollans and tourists.  The park’s coastal beauty is loved by all, but those who use the park most frequently express a need for improvement of some amenities.
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