Scripps Park Project                                        Minutes –April 18, 2005
La Jolla, California  

Meeting called to order 6:00pm by Chair Patrick Ahern

Present:  Patrick Ahern, Bob West, Dennis Sharp, Vern Westenberger, Nancy Miller, Wil Moore, Robert Thiele, Ron Dahlin, Mark Holmes, Brendan Ruff, Mary Coakley and Steve Pomerenke.

Public comments.  Mary Coakley made a comment about the Kellogg Park Plan, which apparently includes a provision to cut down most of the existing trees at the park, to replace them with palm trees and to add two concrete walkways.  Additionally, she mentioned that there will be a meeting on Wednesday, April 27, from 5 -6pm at Vaughn Hall at Scripps Institute of Oceanography, and the public is welcome to attend.

Chair update.  The SPP brochure, designed by John Feagans at La Jolla Light, has been completed.  Martin Mosier donated the printing of the brochures, and copies are available for SPP members to pass along in the community.  See Ahern for brochures.

Donations.  A donation from the County of San Diego through Pam Slater-Price is in progress for $10,000 and Scott Peters office said that it will be donating $4,000.  At present a total of $27,061 has been donated/promised.  There is $3,462 in the SPP checking account, according to Treasurer Miller.  $2,000 is from donations to the LJ Conservancy, and Ahern and Miller discussed the amount in the La Jolla Town Council account, earmarked for SPP.  Miller has spoken with Ken King and Gail Forbes of LJTC, for a more detailed accounting.  

Dahlin mentioned that waiting for $30,000 as the consultant go-ahead (as per the March motion) for Phase 1 and 2 might be too high; and that we might consider moving ahead with less.  There was no motion made, but there was a brief discussion among the present members.

Cultural Landscape and Uses Committee.  Holmes and West submitted a “Task outline,” which included an executive summary, plan development, and volunteer groups to research the existing buildings and improvements, historic buildings and improvements, and also a group of volunteers to record the types, conditions and locations of flowers and plants of the park, as well as the number of people using one of five observation zones within the park:  lower Cover, restrooms and lawn area, bridge club, middle park, south park.  Dahlin and West have been recording their observations of park use, and high numbers of people were recorded, despite the cold Spring weather, compared to expected use in warmer summer months.

Steve Pomerenke offered to put together the template plan, and agreed on a deadline of May 18th to have it ready.  That is also the date of the next SPP meeting.  Holmes also discussed the need for historical researchers, from perhaps the LJ Historical Society and also a flower/plant expert, and Linda Marrone’s name was brought up, as she is part of the LJ Garden Club.  Ruff and others to pursue those volunteers.  A photographer is also needed, said Holmes.  Pomerenke has taken digital photographs of ¾ of all the plants and flowers at the park, and Ahern mentioned that Gabriel Hernandez has volunteered to be our photographer.

Pomerenke also requested that SPP purchase a map from SANGIS, a detailed topographical map.  Vern volunteered to ask the city for one, in order to save the group the estimated $60 to $80 charge for the map.  Pomerenke also brought up an ALTA map to consider, for the template plan, and will look into costs of that as well.  

Thiele asked about the first users of the park and the park’s early history, to which Ahern responded with the use of the park by the local La Jolla and Kumeyaay Indians, and later the Spaniards, each of whom are likely responsible for the name La Jolla.  Ahern also spoke of the possible park’s donation by Frank Botsford, who donated the 5.2 acre park to the City, in exchange for not having to pay taxes on the other 400 acres of property he purchased in La Jolla.  Ahern also discussed the Pavilion at the south end of the park, reputed to have the finest dance floor in all of southern California at the time.  Thiele mentioned that the more is known about the park’s use and history, that we can continue to raise awareness for the project and to help create a better plan.  All agreed.

Moore is researching the uses of the park by the various community groups and annual events, to determine how often the park is used for such things as half marathons, concerts by the sea, rough water swims, challenged athletes’ triathlons, auto shows, etc.

Timing for workshop.

The group decided that, by the next meeting, that a solid date for the Community Workshop would be determined.  Tentatively, the date of September 11th, was set for it.  Although there is a pressing need to accommodate the desire of the City to move ahead with the Cove Lifeguard tower, all present seemed to agree that waiting until the summer was over, the tourists having left, and school being back in session would be a good time to invite local interested people to participate. 

Next meeting is Monday, May 16th, at 5:30pm, at La Jolla Library.
Minutes submitted by Brendan Ruff.
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