Scripps Park Project                                                       Minutes 6/29/04
La Jolla, California  

6:00 pm – meeting called to order by Patrick Ahern.

6:04 pm – May minutes approval moved by Wil Moore, seconded by Mark Brown, approved unanimously.

Attending: Nancy Miller, Angeles Leira, Mark Brown, Mark Holmes, Wil Moore, Joann Sharp (ADA) Dennis Sharp (ADA) (djsharp@adelphia.net ), Mitch Feingold, Ron Dahlin, Patrick Ahern, Brendan Rush, Steve Pomerenke, Betty Bacon (ADA) (bbacon@mail.sdsu.edu ), Michael Jablonski (ADA) ( michaeljab@cox.net ).

It is mentioned that the our meetings at this LJ Park & Rec facility might be affected by the recently curtailed hours due to budget cuts and there is a possibility that next month’s meeting might be held at the Library…notice will go out if this is the case.

Sand Report: Mark Brown and Mark Holmes report on their meeting with Dr. Douglas Inman, Scripps Professor Emeritus, world renowned Coastal Morphology expert. 
Basically, Point La Jolla from the Cove to Wipeout Beach has a fairly well stabilized “sand budget” wherein seasonal shifts of sand north and south are about equal. This condition has the grave potential of depletion by the proposed Casa dredging if this 3000 cubic yards of Casa sand is moved southward “out of the budget” into the Marine Street area. With the predominance of north swells over south swells, the expectation would be that the present sand protecting Scripps Park could move towards the Casa area and the resulting depletion of the presently protective sand buffer along the western edge of Scripps Park. This would probably result in increased deterioration of the western margin (bluffs) of Scripps Park. 
Holmes suggests that there be a meeting between Councilman Peters, the City staff/committees that are deciding these issues, and Dr. Inman.  This is met with general consensus.

Scripps Park History report: Mitch Feingold discusses the plans for gathering oral history from various community residents and resources. The need for a video record is dominant among the suggestions and various approaches are discussed. This process is described as labor-intensive and will require more time and planning. Audio-recorded “pre-interviews” could determine suitable use of video documentation. Student volunteers and Del Mar Cable 66 Public Access Community Programming might be a resource. The “cultural landscape” aspect of the Park would be well served by such efforts. Mitch to chair this and report.

Scripps Park Usage Research: Patrick Ahern discusses the need for “what/who/when/how many/” information on Park usage in time for inclusion in the public hearing process. The SPP volunteers must address these issues in order to minimize real costs.
ADA issues: Dennis and Joanne Sharp, Betty Bacon, and Michael Jablonski have a long and effective history of contributing their expertise to ADA requirements through their participation on the City’s Facility Access Review Committee. They wish to volunteer their time and efforts to the SPP.

They characterize the ADA-required ramp design currently being considered for the Cove as “the best of the bunch but weak.” More decisions need to be made over what type of beach access is desirable, necessary, prudent, and achievable. There is a long list of mandated requirements that constitute “handicapped access,” predicated on Title 24 of the California Building Codes. Any “common area” has to have proper ADA access.
Discussion emphasizes that most ADA access issues are an “afterthought” and shouldn’t be. Dennis, Joanne, Betty and Michael can contribute greatly to this end and want to.
Patrick Ahern says that the City might be moving ahead in spite of SPP input on these issues such as “unfeasible cost/engineering,” “undue burden,” and an “equivalent facilitation” approach to ADA requirements.  The group continues to agree that the community would be best served if the ramp design and placement is considered in the public workshop.
General consensus is that if an ADA ramp is well designed, it needn’t be ugly, mechanical, and ill-conceived. 

Facilitators Selection Process: Mark Holmes explains the latest progress and the now obvious need for clarification of scope and deliverables before final selection is made. Holmes promises to deliver the RFP to Dennis and his team.

Nancy Miller is promised timely information for public announcements at the Sunday Concerts-by-the-Sea. Patrick Ahern to generate an “interest” signup list and sample announcement by July 11 that addresses users/habits/stories context.

Miscellaneous

· Dennis requests a schematic of Park to address ADA input. Steve Pomerenke and Mark Holmes are working with City Planning on digital formatted schematics and will forward to Dennis.
· Steve to make a mock-up of a postcard that addresses Park usage and volunteerism for our next meeting.

7:30 pm -- Meeting adjourned.   Minutes submitted by Mark S. Brown
