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Minutes – SPP Monthly Meeting 

September 19, 2005

Start: 5:30pm

Present:  Nancy J. Miller, Angeles Leira, Patrick Ahern, Neil Murray, Mark Brown, Mary Coakley, Catherine Keller, Steve Pomerenke, Brendan Ruff, Mark Holmes, Dennis Sharp, 
Vern Westenberger

Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve, M/S Murray/Ruff, with one correction: that the “Usage Report” is not attached as mentioned in the minutes. (All reports will be in a special area on the website.) Carries unanimously with one abstention (Secretary). 

Public Comments

Mark Holmes was visiting the Park with two Master Botanists, cataloging plants, when they saw the “Skateboarding Fundraiser Show” complete with skateboard ramp and Tony Hawk. Some questions are raised about proper permitting through the Parks & Beaches committee to the City. This is another item that points up the increased usage of Scripps Park and the urgency to intelligently control “special event usage” that displaces standard, non-commercial park usages.

Chair Update

a. Nomination to fill Steering Group member Wil Moore – Wil is vacating many of his numerous community volunteerism and has resigned from the SPP Steering Group as well. 
M/S by Chair and Vice Chair that Nancy J. Miller replaces Wil Moore on the Steering Group. Carries unanimously.


b. Finance – Donations Update from Patrick Ahern. We have three “committed” $6K donations from our workshop financing goals with high confidence of complete success. Treasurer Nancy Miller requests Chair to forward and mark any billings to ASLA in order to keep good records. All checks in/out to be copied and filed.


c. Flyers – Brendan Ruff finalized SPP information flyers and they are going to the printer tomorrow.


Preparation for Workshop

Cultural Landscape Committee (Mark Holmes, Chair) encompasses the history of the Park, the social import, the community context, the heritage, basically the “Story of the Park.”

Mark reports that Jeremy Hollins is doing very well with his efforts at compiling and summarizing this report and is about 98% complete. 

Mark Brown is in the final week of the Cove Lifeguarding section and should be done by next Monday, 9/26.

Robert Thiele is our document and photo scanning volunteer and Ivan Holmes (no relation to Mark Holmes) is our image editor.

Mark states that this first complete version of the Cultural Report could be considered a draft in order to avoid the high costs of full color printing and to solicit more community input on this very important informational element for the Workshop.

Contextually, the full complement of documents produced for the SPP will include the Cultural Landscape Report which includes the Usage Report, the Workshop Report generated by C&C, and the Final Recommendations Report.

Mark notes that Jim Neri has helped tremendously with the Botanical identifications and has extensive experience at the San Diego Zoo with moving and reshaping large landscape elements, if this were to ever be needed for Scripps Park.



Use Patterns Committee (Neil Murray, Chair) – quantifies uses and users, patterns, major activities, auto traffic issues, etc.

Neil updates us regarding last month’s Usage Report as the first draft of the “informal uses” of Scripps Park. He summarizes that “strolling” is by far the dominant informal use of the Park.

This latest draft of the Usage Report now includes “formal usage” of the Park. 2004 saw 81 formal events recorded by the City of San Diego of which 62 were weddings. The tallies total approximately 45,000 participants for these City coordinated events, which include the La Jolla Rough Water, The Half-Marathon, the “Challenged Athletes Triathlon, Concerts-by-the-Sea, 4th of July Fireworks, etc. 

Additionally, the Bridge Club of La Jolla, the leaseholder group for the rental of the Bridge Club building, states that there are approximately another 35K participants between Yoga (10-20 people 6 days a week), the Bridge Players (40-60 people 3 afternoons a week), and Alcoholics Anonymous meetings per week (80 –100 people 4 times a week) and weddings using the building.

The building is rented out every Saturday and some Sundays throughout the year by the Bridge Club leaseholders and the fees are believed to be $1500 per usage. Further financial summary information is forthcoming from the leaseholders.

These total “formal usages” are approximately 80,000 people with the general feeling that formal usages are going to increase in the future.

The issues (Bullet Points for the Workshop) raised by this summary include:
1) “How many events is Enough?”
2) Displacement of common daily uses of the Park
3) “Wear and Tear” on the Park
4) The Bridge Club leaseholders – this point was referenced in the RFP to the Workshop Consultants and will be addressed at the Workshop.

The Chair mentions that there are certain restrictions placed on formal usages of the Park by the City and Neil agrees to investigate and summarize them in the final Usage Report. 

Neil also notes that the final Usage Report will include detailed information about common Park usage authored by a UCSD Graduate Student in Urban Studies, Hanna Boris that he arranged through his contacts at the University. She will be starting interviews this Wednesday, 9/21, of Park users that include age, residence, frequency of usage, Village visits coincident to Park visits, and their three best likes and three worst likes about the Park.

Ms Boris will be attending the Workshop and will issue a formal report of her studies for the Committee as part of her Urban Studies coursework.



Access – (Dennis Sharp / Vern Westenberger) – ID criteria and issues to consider during planning

Dennis reports that there are two great locations in the Park for disability access improvement; the Cove’s lower sidewalk immediately above the beach and the Alligator Head area that could be termed the “100% Corner” because one can view the ocean to the west and north, the Cove itself, and the Devils Slide area as well.

He and Vern Westenberger also mention the poorly designed access at the bathrooms, “companion seating” are missing on the Park’s benches or are covered by trashcans, as well as access to the picnic tables and dirt paths should be improved. Additionally, the south Belvedere (green gazebo structures) overlooking Shell Beach and showers at the Cove have disability access problems also.  The emergency access at the Bridge Club also needs to be improved.

Another important issue of access, in their opinion, is the access to Lifeguards and first-aid care. 

Vern and Dennis to submit a complete listing of these issues to the Chair by 9/24.



Event Planning – (Mary Coakley / Kristine Entwistle) set up Workshop locations, invite public issues

Mary and Kristine are making good progress on our La Jolla Cove Motel Rooftop location and logistics attendant to the Workshop.

Nancy volunteers to help with Service Club contact info for the flyers and other information about the Workshop.

Notices will go out in the La Jolla Light as well, coordinated by Brendan.

There is a pre-meeting scheduled for Friday evening, a “Sundowner” requested by facilitator Cambell &Campbell in an effort to view the Park after dark. The hope is to use the Bridge Club for this and there may be some conflict with AA meeting times. Nancy suggests the Cove Motel as an alternative meeting place either for the AA group or us. Mary to investigate this.

Brendan and Nancy agree to coordinate all area Service Club dissemination, Nancy to do Kiwanis, Brendan to do Rotary.

Park users will be notified of the Workshop by flyers and possibly a temporary kiosk with historical photos and Workshop info. The Chair mentions that we have to make “earnest effort” to notify outside entities to be defensible in our “inclusion” purposes.

Nancy makes suggestion for weekly meetings between Oct 24 and the Workshop and all agree. The Chair to make arrangements for meeting space in this regard.


6:48 p.m  Adjournment M/S Murray/Brown, passed.
Minutes submitted by Secretary Mark Brown
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